IT is understandable that
in such a situation, many serious Germans would
like to say with Jakob Burckhardt; "There is
nothing that 1 can do about it" if they, like him,
think the moment near "when the sea of bar-
barism is about to break over us" and that before
the disaster they should give themselves up in
aristocratic aloofness to the contemplation of the
greatness that is gone. They turn quietly away,
uneasy at the public spectacle which is being en-
acted upon the German scene. Their voices are
not heard in the land, but although they have iso-
lated themselves and are scattered far apart, they
assume, for all, the important task of guarding the
threatened heritage of a great tradition, to pre-
serve it for the time to come.
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